The final chapter on observations on the undisturbed foetus (more correctly, relatively undisturbed) offers a remarkable insight into intrauterine life and development.
In conclusion this is a good book, almost attaining its editor's high hopes. But why are there so many misprints and why, for what should obviously be a widely read book, is it so unesthetically produced, in spite of its high price ?
RAINER GOLDSMITH Scientific Foundations of Surgery edited by Charles Wells CBE spk FRCS James Kyle DSC Mch FRCS FRCSI and Englebert Dunphy MD HOI1DSC FACS 2nd edn pp xix+838 illustrated £15.50 London: William Heinemann Medical 1974 The first edition of this book, published in 1967, was immediately recognized by reviewers as an important text providing the physiological background to general surgery. This new edition brings the subject matter completely up to date. There are 133 contributors, drawn mainly from the United Kingdom and the USA, but with an almost worldwide distribution. They are mainly practising surgeons, but there are also physicians, pathologists and basic scientists among their numbers, many of whom are medical household names. After preliminary sections on the cell and genetics, there is an extensive contribution on immunology, which includes a useful introduction to its basic concepts. There follow chapters on the specific physiological systems, on the general tissue changes of inflammation, infection and healing, and on cancer and cancer therapy. There is a final brief section on elementary statistics.
The text is admirably written and profusely illustrated. The references include publications as recent as 1973. This is a book which can confidently be recommended to candidates for the Primary FRCS and to all surgeons who wish to have an up-to-date reference work on the physiological basis of their art. HAROLD ELLIS Community Dentistry by Clifton 0 Dummett DDS MPH ppxxii+208 $12.75 Springfield, 111.: Charles C Thomas 1974 Dr Dummett has compiled this monograph of ten chapters with the assistance of several contributors. It does not completely succeed in clarifying the concepts of community dentistry, partly because the efforts at definition seem so broad as to embrace the whole of the dental and-social science curricula. However, it helps to explain the changes in systems of delivery of dental care in the United States at the present time and as envisaged in the near future, when it is anticipated that a National Health Insurance programme may be implemented. The contributions vary considerably in quality with only a few meeting the implied aim of the subtitle 'Contributions to New Directions'. Chapter 4 provides interesting suggestions for changes in the education and career structures of dentists and ancillary workers. It also suggests the application of industrial research techniques to health services research. A radical model of dental group practice based on community ownership is developed in chapter 6 and another approach (the 'Bio-Medical Complex') is proposed in chapter 8. The penultimate chapter suggests that the social sciences could aid rational decision making about dental care in the future although there is not much evidence of this so far!
The British reader will find this book of limited value as it is strongly oriented to the situation in the United States, but students of dental care delivery systems may gain some enlightenment.
DAVID W JOHNSTON
Psychiatry in a General Hospital by J Crawford Little MD FRCP FRCPsych DPM pp xi+104 £2 London: Butterworths 1974 This book presents an extremely clear account of the clinical experiences of a psychiatric team in a district hospital unit over a two-year period. The survey covers 1050 consecutive psychiatric admissions.
The book is sober, detailed and sensible and gives useful information about the experiences of the unit. The authors are aware of the best uses to which a general hospital unit can be put and also of the possible limitations. The book is full of intriguing titbits, including 'when is a patient not a patient?' Highly recommended. Professor Walton's book, by 41 authors from five countries (the Scots would have us say six), has grown again -this time to 1149 pages. But it is none the less valuable for that. Indeed, in his preface, Professor Walton acknowledges that in this complex field a certain amount of duplication and overlap is necessary, so that each chapter can stand as 'a comprehensive essay upon the topic to which it is devoted'. This aim has very largely been accomplished. Many of the authors have, in these essays, succeeded in crystallizing the results of previous experiments and observations, and indicated how these provide the foundations for present understanding. The chapter by Zaimis and Maclagan on neuromuscular transmission is particularly good in this sense. However, certain entire chapters seem to be in the wrong book. In the opinion of this reviewer, chapters in section IV on techniques of stimulation and studies of nerve conduction might well be dropped from the next edition, as such information is readily available elsewhere; they are not of great relevance to the title of this book.
The microphotographs are of particularly high quality; the authors have in general refrained from showing pictures for the sake of it, and virtually all figures usefully illustrate the points they are supposed to make. This is a standard reference work and a good buy even at the price. ANTHONY HOPKINS Ocular ammatory Disease edited by Bruce Golden BA MS MD MS(Ophth) pp xvii+339 illustrated $22.75 Springfield, 111.: Charles C Thomas 1974 This is an absolutely first-class practical book reporting a symposium held in 1971. If the book is any guide it must have been one of the most well organized meetings so far held.
After introductory chapters on basic concepts of inflammation, immunity, vasculitis &c., there follow chapters on all types of ocular inflammation. There is great emphasis on the practical side of clinical problems and every page seems to hold some useful hint for the practising ophthalmologist. It would appear to be essential reading material for those of us who have to deal with these common, but very often nebulous problems.
M A BEDFORD
Clinical Tests of Thyroid Function by John A Thomson MD FRCP MRCP pp 108 £4.50 London: Crosby Lockwood Staples 1974 It would be impossible at the present time to write an up-to-date textbook on thyroid function testing because of the rapidly changing nature of the subject. Even if this was accomplished it would be of little help to the practising clinician because of the limited availability of many of them and the controversy surrounding their interpretation. This little handbook does not attempt to be the last word in thyroid function testing; how could it with 11 pages on radioiodine studies and one on the BMR? But on the whole it gives good sensible advice which will undoubtedly be of great value to many physicians and surgeons investigating thyroid disorders without the latest thyroid function or a good thyroid diagnostic service at their disposal. There is a straightforward introductory chapter on the current views about thyroid physiology and the final section of clinical examples provides an easily digested way of pointing out various pitfalls in the interpretation of these tests.
MICHAEL MAISEY
Modern Radiotherapy and Oncology: Central Nervous System Tumours edited by Thomas J Deeley MB chB FFR DMRT pp ix +223 illustrated £7 London: Butterworths 1974 This is a thoroughly worth-while book. Without claiming to provide a comprehensive text it does, in fact, cover all the main subjects and includes a few fringe items as well. There is a masterly introduction by Jackson Richmond and, to the radiotherapist in particular, a most lucid and helpful chapter on surgery by Rice Edwards. Diagnostic procedures and treatment techniques are dealt with adequately. Pituitary tumours, craniopharyngiomas, and chordomas are all uncommon tumours but they present special problems which fully justify their relatively extensive coverage in this volume.
Deeley and his co-authors are to be congratulated on a book which will be of great value to the practising radiotherapist and will be required reading for the trainee. This book is a case study of 26 female homosexuals. The literature is reviewed briefly, individual cases are described and the research findings outlined. Frankly, the research findings can hardly be taken seriously since they are based on a superficial questionnaire and one psychological test, namely the adjective check list. It is hard to see how any credible findings can be derived from this sort of research methodology.
Some books should never have been written and this is one of them. J H WILLIS Larrey: Surgeon to Napoleon's Imperial Guard by Robert G Richardson pp 266 £4.50 London: John Murray 1974 For anyone interested in Napoleonic history, military medicine, the life of a great surgeon, looking for a good read, or fascinated by the horrors of war, this book is a must. The author has used the Larrey collection at the Weilcome Institute, much of it in manuscript and previously untapped, as well as a wide range of printed sources, including the Baron's own writ-
